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Chuck Weinstock Oops! Although we thought it would be p/2c0n Malmuth

. available by now, version 3.0 of our pop- | .
Welcome to the seventh isslibe Intel- - g3 cyiack Trainer is not yet ready. | |G You're @ new player and you have

ligent Gambler Whether your game is gyect that we'll be able to announce decided to become fairly serious about
poker, craps, blackjack, video poker, or gyailability in the next issue dhe Intel-  poker. So should you try to concentrate
handicapping, this issue has somethingligent GamblerWe're sorry we jumped on seven-card stud or hold'em poker?
for you. the gun and will try not to do so in the MM: The answer is fairly complicated
Mason[Malmuth starts off answering the future. and it's actually an interesting question.
question “Which game is best for a seri- Distribution of this Issue First, you need to realize that in certain
ous player: seven-card stud or hold'em?” as an experiment to cut costs we areareas of the country and certain card
The answer might surprise you. switching to Internet distribution of this rooms you don't have a choice. Specifi-
Ken[Elliot} which discusses the “Put” bet issue ofThe Intelligent GambleThose  cally, if you lived in the San Diego area,
in craps. Arnold_Snyder wonders if it's customers who we believe have access téi€ar San Jose, up in Washington, or
legal to think in casinos, while Bob the Internet are being sent a post cardProbably in some areas throughout Mis-
article asks if it is worth it to telling them that the issue is available, Sissippi where the river boats are, you
learn how to play video poker perfectly? and where to get it. (See http://www.con- €ssential have to play hold'em. On the
Card Playerregular Lol Kriegér makes jelco.com/ig.html if you have access and other hand if you are in Las Vegas, Los
his IG debut discussing six keys to did not get the post card.) Internet cus-Angeles, or on the East Coast - Atlantic
becoming a better poker player. And tomers (along with those of you without City and Connecticut, you have a choice.
Abdul Jalib[M’hall discusses camouflage Internet access) will still have the option Let's try to look at that. We'll look at
in blackjack. of getting 1G through the mail. three different situations. So | can orga-
We also have excerpts from two new There are two key advantages to receiv-Nize my thoughts a little bit, lets say you
books:No-Limit by John L. Smith, and ing the Internet version. The first is that it have a bank roll to play middle limit
Bambling for a Livingoy David Sklan-  will be available over the Internet the day 9ames. We can use $20-$40 as a model
sky and Mason Malmuth. that the hard copy goes to the printer.game.

1997 World Series of Poker Those receiving it through the mail will | believe that if all things are equal, the
Our Internet coverage of the World see it as much as a month after those omxpert $20-$40 stud player can actually
Series of Poker was much more exten-the Internet. The second reason is thatwin a little bit more than the expert $20-
sive than in previous years thanks to yeo-because we are not space limited, we$40 hold'em player. The reason for that is
man’s effort by Tom Sims. Tom record May sometimes be able to expand on stothat there is more information available
the play-by-play for each of the final ries in the Internet version. to the player in stud. It's not that there are

tables. If you haven't had a chance tolf you received this issue through the five betting rounds versus four betting
look at the results of Tom's effort, you mail and would just as soon read it rounds, itis that there are more up cards
might want to take the time to do so at online, please contact usatlers@con- and also the fact that depending on the
URL http://www.conjelco.com/wsop/.  jelco.com Conversely, let us know if you Situation stud hands tend to change value
Stu Ungar was the winner of the $10,000are reading this on the Internet and more than hold’em hands. So this allows
buy-in, championship event. This is the would like a hard copy. the stud experts to win a little bit more

third time that Stu has won it. Regular readers will have noticed that Money than the hold’em experts. Again,
Several IG readers played in events.this issue offhe Intelligent Gambleis this assumes that everything is equal.

Team ConJelCo (myself and Nolan arriving alittle later than usual. We try to

Dalla) busted out about halfway through Publish on a May/November schedule

ot ; _ i The Intelligent Gambleris published on an
the Press Invitational, which was eventu but .thls year the coverage of the. World irregular basis by ConJelCo as a service to our
ally won by Stuart Reuben, co-author Series of Poker put us weeks behind getcustomers. CondelCo, 132 Radcliff Drive,
; ; i isSi Pittsburgh, PA, 15237. 412-492-9210, 800-492-
(W'th _B(_)b C'aﬁone_) _Of the new book tng t.hIS _|ssue out to yc.)u' We hOpe that 9210. Fax: 412-492-9031. orders@conjelco.com,
Pot-Limit and No-Limit Poker you find it worth the wait. http://www.conjelco.com.
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But when | say that everything is equal, | position?” Well, if you're in a game where game in LA seems to be fairly good on a
mean that the caliber of your competition a lot of people are playing too many handsconsistent basis. And | know there are
is the about the same. However, what | seeand going too far with their hands you cer- other big hold’em games here and there at
in the cards rooms in the west that offer tainly want to play all small pairs, even up times, but generally, when you get above
both games, the hold’em games right nowfront. If you're in a game where that's not that limit at hold’em the game either just

seem to be a little bit better. It seems likethe case you don't play them. So you'redoesn't last, or when it is spread it is just
more new players who are playing poorly using the same concept to make that decinot very good.

are coming into hold'em than into stud. ~ sion. It's just in the higher limit game Tne stud high limit games are consistently

The one exception to this | think would be Where the play might be tighter, you would go0d on a day in and day out basis. And |
maybe the Commerce Club in California. Play your hand differently. In this example pelieve it's because the balance of luck and
The stud games there seem to be just a¥0U would throw it away as opposed o gii|l is kept intact by the progressively
good as the hold’em games. I'm not sure ifPlaying it. In small limit stud you use a d'f'_ higher ante. So if you're interested in play-
this also holds true at the other super clubderent set of concepts to make your deci-ing high limit poker, the answer is you
in LA. I'm not there enough to know. sion. So if you're a small limit player | want to be a stud player. If you're inter-
On the East Coast | don't know whether "WOUld recommend that you play hold'em ested in playing middle limit poker, it's
the hold’em games are better or not, but™d MOt Play stud. either hold’em or it's a close decision
since stud is more predominant out there itNOW suppose you have the bank roll to depending on where your card room is
probably doesn't matter. But anyway | Play much higher limits, well a very inter- located. And if you're interested in playing
would say it's a very close decision if you €sting thing happens in poker in general.low limit poker, | would recommend you
are a middle limit player. For poker to be successful you need aplay hold’em.

Now lets suppose you're a small limit Fg%%etrhg?gggﬁyo;;%%i221:l§gﬁm§vgnueplG: I have a couple of questions as a follow
player. You only have the bank roll to play in limits is the regular players get better on to that.. The f|r§t is if mid-limit st'ud had

at the small limits, Now the choice is This is because it's usually the successfllja prqportlpnally hllghe'r ame fnen 1 would
clearly hold’em and there is a reason for lavers who move ub. But Iive ones tend toblay |dentlcal to high limit stud. Is t_hat one

this. It is simply that small limit stud is not P& P of the things to take away from this?

stud, its actually a different game. Real Zﬁélvvihoarﬁiiasnr?utac;rési 'E;';? ;?[ ?]? LOLlji::iESMM: Well the answer to that is yes and no.
stud essentially begins at the $15-$30 9 |t would play identical to high limit stud

level. The reason for that is at the $15-$30$tUd (and lets use $75-$150 as a mOderproviding the best $15-$30 limit stud play-
. game) you have some of the best poke
level the ante is now large enough that you

layers in the world sitting at these tableserS were as skilled as the high limit stud
begin to play stud correctly. What that play : Hing : layers, but they're not. At the $15-$30
. : . and yet they're up against the same kind o . . .
means is that you're constantly evaluating,. : . game you still make a fair amount of profit
4 . “live ones and tourists who play in the
and re-evaluating your hands, and trying

lower-limit cames by playing a big pair against a smaller pair.
to knock people out. At small limit stud, 9 ' It's still not correct to automatically play

because the ante is so small, it becomes© Why don't they wipe out these players?smaller pairs in high limit stud, but
more of a trap game which isn't the way Well the reality, | believe, is if you take the pecause of the larger ante, it's frequently
stud is normally played. best $75-$150 stud players and you putight for the smaller pair to play, especially
| know a lot of your readers probably play f'he'm n thel $15-$30 I.|m|t|s the $15-$30 ¢ there is some chance the person repre-
imits  would just simply disappear gsenting the bigger pair doesn't have it.

small limit stud and | see questions from because these people plav so well
players on the Internet who play small people play ’ So the emphasis in higher limit stud is

limit stud, and they probably won't like But yet the $75-$150 games seem tomore on play later in the hand than it is on
hearing this, but the reality is they're not thrive. Well there is a reason for this, the pjay earlier in the hand even though third
playing seven-card stud. They're playing areéason is simply that the ante is propor-street is still the most important decision.
game that looks like seven-card stud, but ittionally larger at $75-$150. At $15-$30 And that's one area these really great play-
really doesn't require seven stud skills. stud you have a $2 ante, at $75-$150 yolers excel at. So | guess the answer is prob-
And since most small limit players want to have a $15 dollar ante which is the equiv-ably not. If they went to the same ante
become successful and play higher theyalent of having a $3 dollar ante at $15-$30structure at $15-$30 as they did at $75-
should be playing hold’em. stud. And essentially what it does is it $150 the game would become too much
You might say that at hold’em the small [2kes these super great players and handiuck oriented because the best players just
limit games play a lot differently from the €3PS them and that helps keep the balancgren't good enough.

higher limits in the sense that a lot of small of luck and skill intact. IG: Is there a way that the low limit stud
limit games have many players playing too Now the best players at $75-$150 studgame could be changed to make it less of
many hands and going too far with their obviously do quite well. The best players a crap shoot?

hands. But the reality is that even whenat high limit hold'em don't do very well \ 1. The Jow limit stud game is not a crap
that's the case you still essentially use thebecause they wipe out their opposition s0gpqt. t's essentially the opposite of that.
same concepts to make your decisions. It'dast that the games don't thrive. It's a game of trapping. It's a game of get-

just that these concepts lead you to makeRight now here in Las Vegas and Los ting a good hand and trapping the tourist
completely different decisions. Angeles there are some fairly good $40-who will play anything. So the way you

A simple example of this would be: $80 games. The $40-$80 game here in Lasvould change that is you would add an
“When do you play small pairs in an early Vegas is sporadically good, the $40-$80ante to it, but then again to me real stud

.
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begins at $15-$30. $10-$20 and below theadditionally you “get” to go through the sense of humor as well as his hustler’s
ante is not large enough for many of the come box. | use that phrase because goinfeart.

real stud concepts to come into play. through the come box is actually some- |NTrRobUCING POLISH ROULETTE!

Mason Malmuth is a regular contributor thing to your advantage (there are 8\yg|oseMONEY ON EVERY SPIN, BUT WE

to the Intelligent Gambler. An excerpt ‘instant winners” and only 4 “instant 10S- | opgTO MAKE IT UP IN VOLUME.

from his new bookzambling for a Living ~ €rs”), which reduces the house edge onyg zeros

can be found later in this issue. that base bet once it gets up to a comg . o Vegas casinos have seldom let the

point. This is why the put bet is never bet- h in th f | itch
i “Put” ter than a corresponding come bet truth get in the way of a good sales pitch,
Making a"Put” Bet 'and Stupak’s strategy was part of the great

Ken Elliott although as | mentioned above, you don'’t
Several casinos in Atlantic City, and else- get to “pick” your numbers with come bets ,
where offer a bet known as a “put” bet. A the same way you do with place or put BLACKIACK AS YOU'VE NEVER PLAYED IT

put bet is placing a base bet on a numbepets. BEFORH ,

and taking a certain number of “odds” on There are, however, some circumstances$xE THE DEALER'SHOLE SAR,P

that bet, without having to have the when the put bets better than a corre- PLAY DOUBLE,EXPOSURE 21

shooter roll that number to get the base besponding place (buy) bet. In order to reachBOTH DEALER'S CARDS

out there (as you do with a come bet). Forthat, you have to get to a point where theDEALT FACE uP!

instance, | could “put” the 6 for $5 + $25 amount of odds you're allowed to take off- Stupak’s newfangled blackjack seemed so
odds (which is what you'd tell the dealer, sets your disadvantage on that base betasy to play, it was hard to imagine how
assuming that 5x odds were allowed onThis point is delineated by shading in the anyone could lose.

put bets), and if a 6 rolled before a 7 I'd gettable above: for the 4 and 10 it's at 6x “How often have you wished you knew the

paid 1:1 on the $5 and 6:5 on my odds. odds, 5,9 at 4x odds, and 6,8 at 5x odds. dealer’s hole card?” the ad asked. “How

tradition.

4 and 10 5and 9 6and 8
Odds Put Come Buy Put Come Buy Put Come Buy
1x 16.6% .848% 4.67% 10% .848% 4.0% 4.54% .8489 1.529
2Xx 11.1% .606% 4.67% 6.6.7% .606% 4.0% 3.03% .6069 1.52¢
5x 5.56% .326% 4.67% 3.33% .326% 4.0% 1.52% .362% 1.52%
7x 4.16% .250% 4.67% 2.5% .250% 4.0% 1.14% .250% 1.52%
10x 3.03% .184% 4.67% 1.82% .184% 4.0% .826% .184% 1.52%

People seem to like this bet for a numberTo wrap up the discussion, then, if you often have you had a 13, 14, or 15 and hit
of reasons. Being able to get “true odds” normally make come bets there’s no and busted when the dealer had a 10-count
on the odds portion of the wager seems toadvantage in switching to put bets. How- card turned up? Then the dealer turned
offset the even-money disadvantage of theever, if you normally make large place over a 5 or 6, hit it, and busted too. You
base bet, making it seem better than a corbets, the put bet (if offered) may give you could have won if you had known his hole
responding place or buy bet. Others like more bang for your buck. If the casino card.

the fa_ct that they get to “pi(_:k” their num- doesn't offer at least _5x odds on the PUtsNow. for the first time you can play 21
ber with a put bet where, with a come bet, bet, though, it looks like you'll be better
they have to go through the come box andoff staying away from it. dealer’s cards are dealt face up. You know

the number has to “hit tV\_IICG” (this is actu- Ken Elliott's CrapSim Professionas the exactly what the dealer has before you
ally a myth; after the bet is made, the num-most complete simulation of casino crapsdecide what to do yourself. Stand, hit,
ber only has to hit once. It doesn't help available today. double, split, etc. It's all new! It's fun, and
you if you've got a favorite number you it's only at Vegas World!”

Ilke.to bet, though) in order to pay off. Only at Vegas World The newspaper ad was marred by some
So is a put bet better than a come or place/ohn L. Smith Hiti next to Stupak’s i that read
bet on the same number? The answer is—The following is an excerpt from John 9ra’|| nex ,,0 Hpaxs mage tha. read,
. . e X He’s Polish.” Someone in the newspaper
it depends. The table compares a put beBmith's new booko-Limit: The Rise and ad department had attempted to play a
(p.c.-wise) with the place bets (buy for the Fall of Bob Stupak and Las Vegas’ Strato- practical joke on Stupak, who initially was
4 and 10, since that what everyone doesphere Tower©1997, Huntington Press. eeved but quickly greV\,/ to incorporate it
anyway because the p.c. for a 4,10 placéWith a casino set smack on the edge of nto the act.

bet is outrageous) and come bets. Therough neighborhood along a sectionoflLas = L

numbers in the table represent the hous&/egas Boulevard that no one but Stupak | S&id, ‘Well, geez, this is great. It looks
p.c. for each of the bets. As you can seegalled the Strip, the vicar of Vegas World k€ it just ties in with the game, given its
the p.c. on the put bet will change accord-was forced to constantly promote his Personalized Stupak way, you know.” So
ing to the amount of odds you're allowed place, face, and games. He touted himselffom that time on, for the next few years,
to take because the house is paying “trueas a gutsy gambling innovator. Early €Verything | ever did had Bob Stupak with
odds” on that portion of your bet, so advertisements for Vegas World showed al'ttlé black hearts saying: "He's Polish,
they're making all of their money on your caricature of Stupak shouting the incredi- With the ‘s’ backwards.

base bet. However, you can also see thable gambling deals available only at his “And | was always considered a maverick
the come bet has the same property andasino. The ads called attention to hiswith these special games, so one day

and see both of the dealer’s cards. Both

.
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somebody wrote something in the paperexperienced basic-strategy player at ato playful inquiry. It wasn’t the money that

and they referred to me as the Polish Mav-minimum 2.3 percent disadvantage. Stan-bothered him; it was the mechanics of the
erick, putting the two things together. | dard single-deck 21 deals to a nearly flatgame he was attempting to straighten out.
sort of liked that handle, too. And | used house advantage. “Do you think you can beat this game?”
that for a few years. It's something California card counter Stupak asked.

“Double Exposure was an immediate suc-Alan Brown was thinking about as he took “'m not sure, Bob,” Brown answered.
cess. Every day broke a record from thea seat at the Experto table and began work«Byt | think so.”

previous days. Then | started advertisinging the deck. Brown, a U.S. Department of «jo \yas trying to find out how good I was,
on billboards, in the in-flight magazines-in Defense engineer, had been making weekp ¢ more than that he was trying to find out
every place that | could legally advertise €nd runs to Las Vegas as a serious blackapqt the game. Because of all the conver-
the game. After two years, | just had anjack player for a little more than a year gaion and interest, | assumed | was the
absolute marvelous run. No other major When he stumbled upon Stupak’s intrigu- i<t good player to come in and try it. It's

casinos put it in.” ing proposition. _ _ unusual for a casino owner to come down
The advertisement, of course, failed to /NG With an uninterrupted deck is ang sit for that length of time with a player.

mention that the trade-off for viewing the €V€"Y counter's dream, but he proceededye was really very cordial, not intimidat-

dealer’s hole card was that pushes, or tiescautiously. Even after only a year of visit- jng at gl

went to the house instead of the usualY Las Veg’as, B“’W!" was well aware of
return of the wager to the player, but thatBOb Stupak's reputation. day. When Brown returned, he jumped
was a minor detail the player would acceptt€ ~a@pproached the floorman, who .o\ in and gradually lost more than
after he had placed his bets and taken hi§XPlained that the game had only beeng, nng pack to the house. He walked with
chances. In addition, a player's natural OP€N a few days. Most players, a superstixgno, and Stupak eventually reduced the
two-card 21 won even money, instead of 10US 10t, were spooked by it. betting spread to a 3-to-1 ratio.

the industry-wide 3-to-2, and players were Brown's hesitancy was based on math, noty ) " i s the lead columnist for
not allowed to double down or split cards. Mysticism; he was well aware of the '

. Nevada’s largest newspaper, thas Vegas
Double Exposure 21 played as it was atimpact of the even-money payoffs on nat- 9 pap Y

Review JournalHe is also the author of
Vegas World gave the house a .5-percent'fals. The lone player at the table, heRunning Scaredhe unauthorized biogra-
edge-which was about the same as thd€gan playing $25 a hand. As the deck hy of Steve Wynn.

through regular house rules-but only if the he bumped his bets up to $100. 1

player played Double Exposure basic “That doesn't seem like a lot of money Is It Legal to Think in Casinos?

strategy flawlessly. A player with a looser today, but back then playing $100 a handArnold Snyder

strategy faced even steeper odds, andvas serious money,” Brown recalled. “As a If you're the type of person who lets the

almost everyone who tried this new gamecard counter, you always want to get deepword out among your friends and acquain-

made mistakes. Despite the obvious disadin the deck. That's where you get your tances that you are a serious blackjack

vantages, blackjack fans flocked to Vegasadvantage. The impression | had of Stupakplayer—one of those notorious “card

World for the opportunity to look at the was that he often did this kind of gim- counters"—you may have noticed that

dealer’s cards. micky stuff to attract customers. Jumping quite a number of people, upon discover-

Double Exposure lured the players into a game where you're right off the bat ing this character flaw of yours, will cock

through the door and the wonders of VegasIOSIng 2.3 percent, you've got to make it their heads and say, with a disapproving

World did the rest. up somewhere. grimace, “Oh... Is that legal?”

So he counted down the deck until he was, :

Stupak’s Experto 21 game, in which a sin- - ) ! In the twent_y_years that I've been a card
certain of the make-up of the final cards, counter—writing about the game for sev-

gle deck was dealt down to the last card, ; ; .
then spread his wagers to the maximumegnteen of them—I have been asked this

gave Vegas World a 2.3 percent advantage,, d-and b to Wi . . )

- owed-and began to win. question at least a hundred times. It still
over basic-strategy players, but the ploy, .
) : The next thing | know, | look over and flusters me.

was successful in attracting card countersB b is sitii iaht - " B

as well as the curious. O'd '“SHS' m_g ”S l,ne)é bOSrtne’ k,rown My immediate response, which is always
said. “He said, ‘Hi, I'm Bob Stupak. : : « L

By counting the cards, or keeping a, P something on the line of, “Of course, it's
We shook hands. He had the softestjegall Card counting is just thinking while

weighted average of the ratio of high Cardshands I've ever felt, like he'd never done ayou're playing. How can it be illegal to
to low cards that have been dealt, the

He also implored Brown to return the next

skilled player improves his odds of beat- day’s work in his life.” think?” is usually met with something on
ing the house as the deck diminishes. TheStupak was intrigued by the counter, whothe line of, “Oh... The casinos let you do
tradeoff in Experto: a blackjack, which Nad begun piling up chips. that?”

normally pays 3-to-2, pays even money. He sat there with me all day. He left the This always steams me, the suggestion
Experto 21 was an honest game, if not!@ble occasionally to go to his office or that | must first get “permission” from the
exacﬂy a square deal for the averagetake a phone call, but he C_a-me baCk anctasinos to think while | play But | Usua”y
player. The uninitiated would be attracted Watched me play. He was just fascinatedstammer something like, “Well, if they
to a single deck dealt all the way through PY the game.” know you're counting the cards while you
and might not realize that the even-moneyAfter Brown had accumulated approxi- play, they'll throw you out... But it's not
adjustment for blackjack put even the mately $3,000, Stupak’s curiosity turned illegal to count cards.”

.
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“l see...” they say, obviously not seeing Arnold Snyder publishélackjack Forum too often we do it in spite of our better

anything. magazine, a quarterly journal for profes- judgment.

With most people, this is the end of the Sional gamblers. He has recently founded |t mathematics was the only skill required
conversation. A handful of intrepid souls the “Counter Surveillance Network™ t0  for winning, the best players would all be
will want to probe deeper into this curious fight the underhanded and illegal casino mathematicians—and they're not. Know-
avocation of mine, and Il find myself surveillance techniques. See Blackjack g your opponents is also critical.

knowledgeably discussing the innkeepers’Forum website at www.rge21.com for gpserve their actions at the table. Analyze

right to refuse service to anyone. Il more information. their decisions and the choices they make.
expound on how the trespassing laws arGe——— Are they in every hand? Do they raise with
utilized in Nevada to eliminate card Six Keys to Becoming a Better hands that don’t warrant it? Are they rock-

counters from the blackjack tables, as IZoke’E Player
opposed to New Jersey—where innkeep- ou Rrieger
ers’ rights don't extend to the blackjack PO YoU want to become a better poker
tables, so that the Atlantic City casinos player? Read on. Here are six things YOUfing yourself waiting for a game, observe
routinely have card counters arrested forcan take to heart. your opponents-to-be, so you can adjust
“creating disturbances,” so that the local Know Your Numbersif you don't learn,  ang temper your game strategies to their
trespassing laws may be applied. understand, and use poker’s math.ematicab|ay before sitting down at the table.
From here, the conversation inevitably PRrameters, you can't éxpect to win much
tuns to the extraordinary surveillance N the long run. If you flop a four flush in
methods the casinos typically use to iden-n0ld’em, and don’t know what your
tify players as card counters, and thechances are of making a flush, hqw will
extraordinary methods card countersY0U €ver know whether calling, raising, or
resort to in order to hide their identities, f0lding is a play with a positive expecta- o 01 \while he gathered in your chips.
and their level of skill, from the casinos. 10n? Playing with positive expectatl(:)r?s 'S The minute you decide to “...get him,’

: the essence of winning poker, and it's no__ ", ; -
Recently, an hour or so into such a conver- - e complicated than recognizing situa- you're sure to miss other opportunities and
sation, the woman | was talking with said . o squander some chips chasing him down. If
; N o tions that would show a profit if the same S g
in an exasperated voice, “Why didn’t you scenario could be rerun time and again the old adage, “Living well is the best
just admit it in the first place: card count- ™ " revenge” holds water, then playing well—
ing is illegal!” Since poker has a !arge element of shortyng \alking away with a few racks of
“It's not illegal,” | insisted. “This is Amer- term luck, it doesn't matter whether any chins is 4 giant step in that direction.

. ) o S single effort is successful. What does mat-

| m | S .
ical They can't ) ak_e itillegal to thmk_' ter is knowing when a positive expectation Keep Records—Even When It Hurts:
“Who are you kidding?” she asked in all

_ _ is associated with a given play, then mak-Y°u don’t keep records how will you know
seriousness. “You admit that you have to

ing it. Imagine you're faced with a $20 call if you're winning or Ios_ing in the long run?
hide it from the casinos, and that once theyi4 54 $100 pot, but the odds against mak-EVery player who fails to keep records

know you can do it, they put your picture ing your hand are only 3:1. That's a posi- deceives himself_. When as_ked, most play-
in a ‘mug book’ that gets circulated to the 4o expectation. Repeated 100 times,ers say they're life-long winners. But we

other casinos, so that you have to wear 8,4 expect to lose $20 on 75 of those PO know that's not true. Ask players

disguise and get fake I.D. if you want 0 ooeasions, for a loss of $1500, but on 25200ut their records. If they don't assidu-

keep playing. But, if they see through your ocasions, you'll win $100, for a total of OUSIY record wins and losses, they're see-
disguise, they can have you arrested for$2500' Your net win of $1000 ($2500 - ing on_ly what they want to—and it’'s not a

trespassing. So, obviously, the police areg1500) is what's important—not whether true picture.

on the casinos’ side, as are the courts.Anq,ou won or lost on any particular hand. While few things are more painful than

you're saying its not illegal? Youre like @ iyyyi4e your $1000 win by the 100 times recording a big loss in your notebook,

cat burglar trying to convince someone it's ys sjtyation occurred, and you'll see that records are critical, since the human mind
not illegal to break-and-enter, provided i, the Jong run, each correct decision wasis blessed with an endless capacity for
you don’t get caught.” worth $10 to you. self-deception.

“It's not the same thing at all!” | protested. \yant to learn more about poker mathe-Choose the Best Gamiduch as we'd like

“A burglar is stealing someone's property. atics? Read my three-part serie€ard  to believe otherwise, the truth is this: Most
A card counter is following all the rules of pjayer \iolume 10, Numbers 2, 3, and 4; of our winnings come from opponents’
the game, as set by the casino, just like any,. \jike Petriv's Hold'em's Odds Bogk stupidity, not the excellence of our play.
other player at the table. He's not stealingp,\ig Sklansky'Getting the Best of:lor ~ Choose the game with the weakest oppo-

tight? It's easy to get a read on most play-
ers within a half hour. The best time to do
this is when you're not in a hand. If you

Keep Your Ego Out of the Gamigever,
never let your ego dominate your play.
Someone put a bad-beat on you? So what!
It's anything but personal, even if he
looked you right in the eye and laughed

anything.” Mason Malmuth’sGambling Theory and nents. A game full of weak players who
She thought about this for a moment, thenQther Topics call too often but are reluctant to raise with
said. “ObViOUSva there’s one rule you're Know Your Opponentg—jow many times Strong hands will do fine. After all, if you
breaking.” have you made a strategic move that'scan’t beat players who call too much, who
“What's that?” | asked. doomed to fail because you chose thecan you beat?

“You're not allowed to think while you wrong opponent? Have you ever tried to Commit to Excellencélant to be a great
play,” she said matter-of-factly. run a bluff against a veritable calling sta- poker player? Commit to greatness.

Unfortunately, matter-of-factly, she’s right tion? We all know it won't work, but far Declare your excellence tonight, starting

.
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with the next hand you play. Visualize place. Then the house quinella will pay ting an exacta in both directions. When the
yourself as the greatest poker player ever -$8.40. horses odds get above what we recom-
and act accordingly. It does not take long|n general, this method of calculation will mend, house quinellas are not usually
to make changes. It takes forever to main-result in a payoff that gives the house aworth messing with.

tain change, but changes of the most dranjce advantage. However, there is a situa{One exception occurs where you see a
matic, fundamental and far-reaching sorts,tion where house quinellas can be highlyhorse significantly underbet in the place
can be had instantly and made today.  advantageous to the player. To show youpool. It may work out that the best way to
You can reach excellence in a heartbeatwhy we will look at an extreme case. take advantage of this is by betting it with
and you can do it today. If you want to be Imagine that there are two horses in a ten-other horses in a house quinella rather than
a winning, excellent player, go ahead andhorse race that are almost dead equal buby simply betting it to place. This is espe-
do it. It takes no time at all to achieve are far, far above the rest of the horses ircially true if your place bet would be a
change, but it will take forever to maintain the race. (A good example was Sundaylarge one at a parimutuel book. Place
it. It's that simple. Really. Silence and Easy Goer. An even betterprices are discussed in the next section.)
Lou Krieger is the author ofHold’em  example was Affirmed and Alydar.) In this

Excellenceand a regular columnist for case, a win bet on either of these two|g t\worth It to Play Perfectly?

Card PlayerThis is his first appearance in horses would pay about even money orgop Dancer

the Intelligent Gambler. less. You might find them both 4-t0-5. vq, haye the charts in this book which will
——— Because of the almost certainty of them 5, you to play standard Deuces Wild at
House Quinellas coming in first and second, the winning yiryaily a 100% level. Most of the items
David Sklansky and Mason Malmuth hqrse will pay about $3.60 and the p|§.Cein the charts will stick in your memory if
The following excerpt is from the new Price of the second horse could be as I'ttleyou are a regular player, but there are some
book Gambling for a Livingby David as $2.10. This will produce a house ¢ that only a masochist would memo-
Sk|ansky and Mason Malmuth, ©1997, quinella of $3.80. But the quinella truly rize. Dedicated players mlght bring the
Two Plus Two Publishing. should pay only about $2.20 because thergarts with them. Is it worth it to use
Many of the race books in Nevada, evenare no other horses that can compete with, o2

those that are parimutuel in general, will €ither of these horses in this race.

offer some bets that they book themselvesSo in this situation you are getting approx-
One of these is known as the quinella bet.imately even money on something that
It is simply_a_ be_t that a particu_lar two could be as much as a 1-to-10 favorite.$20.00 during that hour. That is worth a
horses will finish first and second in a raceHowever, for the quinella bet to have a little more than 30¢ per minute

but their order of finish relative to each nice edge the situation doesn’t have to be '
other does not matter. this extreme. The general rule is that if LEUS Say you are dealt&Qa S 74 8.
There are a few tracks that offer this betthere are two horses that are quite a bit bet! "® general rule (which you will ‘have
themselves on a parimutuel basis, but moster than the third horse and approximatelyMemorized if you play much at all) is to
don't. If a particular race does include a equal to each other, the house quinella «if Pitch all five cards because ofthe 9 penalty
parimutuel quinella there is usually no they will accept it” is advantageous, and card. But you I,<now there are some excep-
house quinella offered. (The reason we sayou need to know almost nothing about tions, and can’t remember if this is one of
usually is that there is one race book thatthe horses except their odds. them.

we know of that will give you the higher of It would be helpful if you were a handi- !f & chartis handy, and you are generally
the two payoffs if there was in fact a track capper and were able to see that this is if@miliar with it, it might take you 15 sec-
quinella. Needless to say, this is a veryfact a race where these two horses deserv@nds to look up how to play a particular
nice deal. If you are betting quinellas and their odds. But even if you don't have any hand. That “lookup” has cost you 8¢ in
you know of a race book that offers this handicapping skills and you just automat- 10St revenue. The chart will indeed tell you
option you should certainly be doing your ically bet every quinella where both horses© hold KQ on this hand. Holding KQ
quinella betting there.) Parimutuel quinel- were 8-to-5 or less you will have an edge.instead of pitching all five cards is worth
las can be a good bet if you are a goodin addition, if there is a race where there @bout half a cent.

handicapper or see a discrepancy in theare three horses at 5-to-2 or less and youWasting” 8¢ to make a play which gains
quinella pool. But when there are housebet all three combinations that are avail- you half-a-cent clearly does not make eco-
quinellas offered you can occasionally able, you will have a small edge. (We will nomic sense. And much of the time your
find truly great bets. leave the math to those readers who are stokup will cost the same 8¢ but will result
To see how this occurs you must under-inclined.) the same play you would have made any-
stand the way that house quinellas are calNow if you are a handicapper, you can Way.

culated in Nevada. What the books do isextend the envelope. It might be possibleBut this isn’t an entire waste. The informa-
take the win price of the winner, multiply to find a few more good quinella bets thattion gained from many of these lookups
it times the place price of the second placetake advantage of this syndrome as long asvill remain with you. You will find your-
horse and divide by 2. This is the quinella you bet two horses that are relatively shortself memorizing these hands. Then you
payoff for a $2 bet. prices. However, once the odds of thewill gain your half-cents without having to
Here's an example. Suppose the horse thaliorses go significantly higher than 8-to-5, go through the looking up process.
finishes first pays $5.60 to win and the itis no longer an automatic bet. When you For those players who play deuces every
horse that comes in second pays $3.00 tdike two horses you may be better off bet- day, if their memory is good they will have

.
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Let's assume that you are playing $1.00
Deuces Wild at the Fiesta. Playing this
game at 600 hands per hour is worth about



even these complicated charts downis concentrating. | would rather play — ———————————————
quickly. For players like this, it makes a lot slower and more accurately. | know that G@mouflage Blackjack
. : - Abdul Jalib M’hall
of sense to go through this learning curve.my speed will increase as | get better. As | . L
Spend some 8¢ lookups today for a niceget faster, my profit will increase. The most important part of winning black-

jack, especially for high stakes is camou-
retuO:n of many more half-cents down the Perfect Play on Progressives Jflage to Flz)rotec)tl you frgc])m sky critters. Sky
road. .

. The previous examples assume that thesyitters are a problem, but they are a prob-
For occasional deuces players, forget

hese fi i N machines will be there all day. The $20+ |em that can be addressed, rather than run-
these fine points. The memory-proceSsper hour opportunity will be around hing away and labelling the problem

forget between lookups, and you don't progressives this is patently untrue.
play enough to cash in on the points you

did remember.

_ . To be alert to danger from sky critters, you
A progressive might be worth $30+ an should keep you heat antennae tuned to

_ . hour right now, at 600 hands per hour, butheat on the ground. Ringing phones,
The Not-So-Fine Points every machine is being pounded. Here if scowling pit critters, attention, or a spooky

Looking up the “obscure” points might be we look up several hands, our total numberapsence of pit critters are all early warning
optional, but knowing the strategy on the of hands will be reduced. On progressives,signs. They are also business as usual
main page shouldn’t be. Take %AK#& instead of 800 hands per hour, we mightwhen nothing is wrong, and tuning your
30 40. It is over 5¢ better just play the 2, have 1000 hands period. If we reduce ourheat antennae is just something you have
even though all other authors recommendspeed to 400 hands per hour, we would b&g do with experience. Don’t be too para-
2AK. This is part of the core knowledge giving up 500 total hands because as S00Ioid, nor too careless.

you should know, and itis expensive nottoas the progressive is hit, school's out. gome casinos are slick enough to bar from
do so. Everybody packs up and goes elsewhere. y,o sky, without the ground critters ever
What if you don’t want to work that hard? Using the above numbers, each hand wehaving a clue anything is wrong. You
What if you want to play at a profitable play is worth 5¢ ($30 per hour divided by therefore should assume the skplisays
level, but $12 an hour is okay, so why 600 hands). Losing 500 hands will cost uswatching, and you should take steps to
work any harder than you have to? | can't$25 in expected value. Playing approxi- deceive the sky critters. All the nice guy
fault that feeling, if that is what you mately will cost us much less. stuff | discussed in my last article doesn't
believe. Obviously, it's your money, time ., go04 players briefly glance at a Protect you from sky critters, who can't
and energy, so you decide what your prior- o, t pefore the start of a progressive playusually hear a word you say (though if the
ities are. For me personally, if  can earn aNrhey generally know many of the break- Shift manager is your friend, you are prob-

extra f?Wt dollars by concentrating, Il ini<"a¢ the current meter level. And thenably safe.) So this article will be different
concentrate. they put the chart aside and play like hell. than the prior ones.
Concentrating Takes Time After a few hours if the royal hasn’t been Step one: visual camouflage.

| am implying that once you learn the cor- hit and the meter has risen appreciably, itDress the part. Look at what people who
rect strategy, you will be able to recall it makes sense to look at the chart again foare betting the same amount as you are
almost instantly. That isn’t true, at least a minute or two at the new level. But once wearing and mimic them. For black
not for most people. they've looked again, the chart goes downaction, you may be surprised to find the
Even if you aren’t looking up the correct and the speed goes up again. clothes high rollers wear are often not all

play on a chart, you are still doing a mental Every pro has his own rough measure ofthat nice. They often wear work-out suits,
lookup. The more complicated strategy how much speed is worth on a progressive but note that they aréesignerwork-out
you are trying to master, the more things A successful one | know uses a rule ofSuits. Also note that despite the work-out
you have to consider, and the slower youthumb of 15%. He feels that if the errors Suit, they are wearing an expensive watch
will play. made from fast play cost him 15% or less@nd expensive jewelry—these are impor-
| have a friend who plays who believes of the maximum possible, he is doing all tant accessories for counters. There are
that he can play 800 hands an hour at aboutight. If he estimates that he is making Many things to wear instead of a work-out
the 100.6% level. He believes that if he more mistakes than that (because he iguit—maybe a really expensive white
slows down to play at the 100.7% level, he unfamiliar with playing progressives on Shirt, slacks, sports jacket, and really
will only get 700 hands per hour. And to this particular type of game), then he’ll €Xpensive shoes. Or even simply an
get 100.75%, he might only get 600 handsslow down and look up enough hands until€xpensive - designer  t-shirt, jeans, and
per hour. He argues that playing the firsthis accuracy improves. He has played®xPensive shoes. Whatever you wear, the
way gains him $24 an hour (.6% edge x $5enough progressives that he has memoWwatch and_JeweIry_ is a must, and it must be
per hand x 800 hands per hour), playingfized quite a few breakpoint numbers for the real thing, solid gold.

the second way gains him $24.50 (.7% xevery game. He plays very fast without Once a young white male came to my
$5 x 700), and playing the third way gains looking at charts, and does quite well. table betting black but wearing a cheap
him $22.50 an hour (.75% x $5 x 600).  Bob Dancer is a video poker pro who gives Timex. | had him nailed as a counter
These numbers are very close, especiallyegular seminars at the Fiesta in Las Defore he so much as placed a bet, and the
since his accuracy and hands per hour ard/egas. Portions of his forthcomigdeo ~ Dets quickly confirmed my suspicions. |
pretty rough estimates anyway. He's hap-Poker for Winnerarre available in booklet ~ tortured the little nerd mercilessly by quiz-
pier playing faster and less accurately.form. He frequently writes for theas ~ ZiNg him on his profession, making him
Playing very fast is more fun for him than Vegas Advisor. uncomfortable and unable to keep count.

.
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He left, which was my goal, since playing ¢
with another counter at the table is a good
way to get barred.

The most important fashion accessory of*
all is a Hot Babe™. Counters are stereo-
typically alone. Break the stereotype, have
a babe. As much as you might like girls °
with great legs, pretty faces, and nice
butts, the sky will see none of that clearly.
As Bryce Carlson suggests Blackjack

Step three: betting camouflage
This is by far the most difficult subject

extreme count doubles (or nondou- Use a count other than high-low, because
bles) can look dumb while being cor- the critters use high-low almost exclu-
rect sively. Use a big bankroll and pound some
hitting two aces in very negative of the marginal count situations, where
counts can look dumb while being cor- your count says you have 0n|y a small
rect advantage—because the critters’ high-low
if you play two hands, you have two may be negative at this point!
excuses to take insurance As for appropriate betting spreads, a very
very weak 1-4 or a not so weak 1-3 spread
' is okay on single deck, whereas a weak 1-

for Blood apparently, a girl with boda- 2nd @lso the one I'm least willing to write g ¢ ot 50 weak 1-5 is okay on double
cious ta-tas is what will keep the sky crit- 2POUL, SO just realize that you have to thinkgeck These spreads will usually be toler-
ters entertained. They won't want to bar Carefully about this, because I'm not going 4eq it done appropriately, and the profit
you—that would mean the girl goes too. If {0 be willing or able to tell you everything e hour is nontrivial.

she is really incredible, they won't even be YOU need to know. The timing of your bets is also important.
able to concentrate enough to count theTheI'e are a number of heuristics for bet'Suppose the count is -52, you have busted,

deck down on you.

| apologize profusely for the American °
females reading this, who may be
offended. My only excuse is that | was *
recently gone from America for a long
time and that | am a creature of logic. Itis ®
profitable to have a well-endowed woman ®
at your side, so why not do it? It is valid
advice for women counters as well, as

ting limitations:

and the dealer still has a couple of player
never more than double your bet, hands to turn over. What the hell are you
except as a parlay waiting for? What cards could you see that
try not to increase to a max bet after awould possibly impact your bet? Get that
loss, unless mock-steaming minimum bet out. You can do the same for
try not to decrease your bet after a win pig bets in max counts. You can infer the
try not to plunge your bet, but occa- hole cards of players in order to get those
sional quartering after a loss can bepets out before you see their cards. If your
okay bet turns out to be a little wrong by the

women look strange alone, even strangefMix your colors, so that when you time you see all the cards, well, so be it,
if with a man who is not betting as much increase your bet, the size of your chipyou can afford quite a bit of deviations
as she; women travel in packs, so do it tostack decreases, and vice versa. Sky critfrom the optimal bets when playing single
look normal. ters look only at the size of the chip stacks.and double deck. Just get those big bets
And anywoman is better than no woman DO Not bet big towers of chips no matter out in big counts and you'll be fine.

at all by your side. what the count. Keep the stacks t0 5 chipsgiep, four: obey the limits.

Step two: strategy camouflage or less. ) _ Don’t normally play for more than half an
Proper insurance, 16 vs. 10, soft 18 versuSY far the most important concept is the hour, so prevent sky critters getting a lock
9/10/A, and surrender strategy is what crit- caSino critters can only count one round” on your play. Don’t win too much in one
ters look for to identify potential counters, CONcept. Therefore, do not move your betsession, shift, or trip at the same casino.
Here are some things you can do, whichin the d|rect|or_1the running countwentlast Don't do too many suspicious things
will cost you money, but which may keep "ound; move it opposite if not too costly. before packing your bags—for example, if
you from being barred: Yet, try to keep your bets consistent with you have bet big into two good decks, hit
+ do not insure stiffs, unless the count is the true count. This is especially important soft 18 vs. 10, and insured a stiff, well, you

very high when there was just a huge change in thehave already more than worn out your
- take even money on blackjack vs. ace'runnmg count. Here is an example for sin-welcome for that session.

unless the count is very low gle deck: Summary
« never split tens Round Running  True  Bet You must assume the sky is always watch-
+ misplay soft 18 vs. A by standing when 1 0 0 2 ing and ‘never listening. Dress the part,
not too expensive, and always hide soft 5 6.4 1 have a girl with you, and make some play-
18 hands if playing face down; stand ' ing and strategy sacrifices, and you'll be
soft 18 vs. 9/10 only if experiencing 3 3 35 2 well on your way to getting away with it,
critical heat 4 1 2.0 4 only rarely experiencing countermeasures
e stand 16 vs. 10, except when it costs 5 6 13.0 4 or getting barred.

too much to do so

. put out a very small bet and do some-In this case, none of the four betting
thing that looks really dumb, like split- ¢hanges were consistent with the running
ting 3's versus 10 (preferably with no count change, and three of them were
peeking, and lose only one bet to against and yet overall the betting is still i ;
dealer natural.) pretty consistent with the true count. It Plér who currently is based in the Los

You can also do some things that makewould probably be okay to leave the 2 Angeles area. Abdul regularly contributes

you money and provide cover: units the same on the second round, by thd® The Intelligent Gambler

extreme count stands and surrenders, e.gVay. unless experiencing severe heat.

16 vs. 7, look dumb even though they areNote the 2 unit bet off the top; it's good to
correct mix up the initial bet.

| am just a simple nomadic shepard, so all
this advice must be taken with a big grain
of salt.

Abdul Jalib M’Hall is a professional gam-
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